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FACULTY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE ON EAST ASIA

(Rice University, January 13-February 24, 2007)

Richard J. Smith

Rice University

Institute Sessions 2007 (details below)*

Saturday, January 13: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 18: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 25: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 1: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 8: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 15: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 22: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 24: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

*There will also be a three-hour "follow-up" session in the Fall of 2007.
Meeting Place: 

All sessions of the Institute will be conducted in the Humanities Building, Room 117, Rice University. For campus maps, see http://www.rice.edu/maps/
Approach: 

This Institute is based on an approach developed by Columbia University's National Consortium for Teaching about Asia (see http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/). It will focus on two major themes: (1) "ways of world-making"--that is, the way culture groups arrange "things," ideas and activities into coherent systems of meaning; and (2) the complex historical interaction between China, Korea, Japan and Vietnam from Neolithic times to the present. The particular emphasis of this Institute will be on China (my own academic specialty), and its enormous political, economic and especially cultural influence in East Asia. 

Among the themes that will be emphasized, in addition to China's interactions with various "other" peoples, are: (1) the conceptional paradigm of yin and yang, (2) correlative thinking, (3) cosmology and ritual, and (4) themes of morality and "naturalness" (as expressed in certain "core" Confucian, Daoist and Buddhist texts, as well as novels, paintings and other forms of art). We will also look at questions of theory and practice, as well as issues of social class, gender and ethnicity. In the latter part of the Institute we will give attention to various critiques of inherited ideas and institutions during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and new ways of "worldmaking," as well as the tenacity of "tradition."

Books:

1. East Asia at the Center:Four Thousand Years of Engagement with the World by Warren I. Cohen

2. Asia in Western and World History: A Guide for Teaching by Ainslee Embree and Carol Gluck, eds.

3. Masterworks of Asian Literature in Comparative Perspective: A Guide for Teaching, edited by Barbara Stoler Miller 

4. Art in China by Craig Clunas (from the "Oxford History of Art" Series)

5. China's Cultural Heritage: The Qing Dynasty, 1644-1912 by Richard J. Smith

Note: The readings for each individual session of the Institute will be up to you, based on your available time (always in short supply, I know; my wife is a teacher!), classroom needs, and personal interests. East Asia at the Center provides an excellent chronological overview, and should probably serve as the basic "text" for this Institute. China's Cultural Heritage, as the subtitle suggests, focuses on the Qing dynasty, a crucial bridge between "traditional" and "modern" China. It is organized topically, and offers an introduction to Chinese geography and history (up to the Qing dynasty), followed by a topical analysis of Chinese insititutions, the Chinese language, Chinese philosophy and religion, Chinese art and literature, and Chinese social customs. A final chapter discusses culture change in "modern" China.

Other Materials:
1. Photocopies and/or CDs of outlines, images, translations and other relevant materials will be provided for each participant.

2. Note also the visual and/or written materials at the following websites:

A. "Institute On-Line Resources" (Rice University) http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~asia/Outreach [user name, outreach; password, celadon]

B. "Asia for Educators" (Columbia University) http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ [no user name or password necessary]

C. "Internet East Asian History Sourcebook" (City University of New York)

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/eastasia/eastasiasbook.html [no user name or password necessary]

D. "A Visual Sourcebook for Chinese Civilization" (University of Washington) http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv [no user name or password necessary]

E. UCLA Center for East Asian Studies Resources  

http://www.isop.ucla.edu/eas/Resource.htm [no user name or password necessary]

Preliminary Reading (before our first session, if you can find the time):

1. R.J. Smith, "Some Strategies for the Classroom (and Beyond)" from Richard Bowring and Noel Pinnington, eds., Teaching About Japan in Japan (Fukuoka, Japan: Kyushu University Press, 2001). Available online as "Pedagogy Chapter," "Institute On-Line Resources" http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~asia/Outreach [user name: outreach; password: celadon]. Direct access: http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~asia/Outreach/Pedagogy_chapter.htm [user name: outreach; password: celadon]

2. R.J. Smith, China's Cultural Heritage: The Qing Dynasty, 1644-1912 (1994), pp. xi-9 (prefaces and chapter 1 ["Introduction"]), chapter 2 ("The Qing Inheritance"), and chapter 5 ("Language and Symbolic Reference"). Also recommended, pp. 131-138 ("The Chinese Mental World")

3. Qing dynasty representations of "the world" (c. 1790 ) http://www.rice.edu//fondren/erc/projects/jingban/ and/or Cartography Paper http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~asia/Outreach/Cartography_paper.html [user name: outreach; password: celadon]

4. Other relevant readings: Qing China in Global Perspective http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~asia/Outreach/World_2000_paper.html [user name: outreach; password: celadon] Asia in Western and World History: A Guide for Teaching, pp. xiii-30, 199-216 [esp. Carol Gluck, "Asia in World History," pp. 199-216] and 683-781 ["Themes in Asian History"]; recommended, pp. 867-890 ["Summaries of Essays"] and 912-953 ["East Asia in the National Standards for World History"].
Schedule of Meetings: 

Saturday, January 13: 2007 8:30-3:30 (lunch provided)
8:30-9:00 Paperwork and Introductions

9:00-10:00: Ways of Worldmaking: An Approach to the Study of Cultures  

10:00-10:15 Break


10:15-12:00: An Overview of Institute CDs and On-line Resources

12:00-1:00 Lunch

1:00-2:00: An Introduction to Asia: Lands and People's 

2:00-2:15 Break

2:15-3:30: Traditional Cartography: The example of China

What does it mean to speak of "China" and "the Chinese?"

Thursday, January 18: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
5:30-6:30: Asian Language and Thought 

--Classical Chinese as a lingua franca 

--Patterns of discourse

--Conceptual paradigms (yin and yang; "correlative thinking")

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: Patterns of East Asian History (I) From Neolithic Times to c. 200 B.C.E.

--The foundations of Chinese culture (the Shang dynasty, c. 1700-1100 B.C.E.) 

--The "Golden Age" of China (the Zhou Dynasty, c. 1100 B.C.E.-256 B.C.E.

--Major theme: The "100 Schools" of Chinese Thought

--Jomon culture in Japan

Thursday, January 25: 18: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

5:30-6:30: Patterns of East Asian History (II): The Foundations of Empire, c. 200 B.C.E to c. 200 C.E.

--The Qin dynasty (221-206 B.C.E) and its influence

--The Han dynasty (206 B.C.E-222 C.E.) and its influence

--Chinese occupation of Northern Vietnam (111 B.C.E.-939 C.E.) 

--Chinese occupation of Northern Korea (108 B.C.E.-313 C.E.) 

--Yayoi culture in Japan c. 200 B.C.E.-c. 100 C.E.)

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: Patterns of East Asian History (III): Division and Unification, c. 200-c. 600

--The Six Dynasties Period in China (222-589 B.C.E)

--Major theme: Buddhism and Religious Daoism

--The Three Kingdoms in Korea (Silla, Paekche and Koguryo, c. 40 B.C.E.-668 C.E.)

--Uji (tomb culture) period in Japan, c. 100 B.C.E.-552 C.E.

Thursday, February 1: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

5:30-6:30: Patterns of East Asian History (IV): Cosmopolitan Culture, c. 600-900

--The Sui (589-618) and Tang (618-906) dynasties

--Major theme: Tang poetry

--Japanese borrowing from China (552-857; Taika, Nara and Heian periods)

--Silla state in Korea (668-935)

--North Vietnam still under Chinese colonial control (until 939)

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: Patterns of East Asian History (V): "Revolutionary" Developments and Their Limits, c. 1000-c. 1200

--The Song dynasty (960-1279; divided into the Northern Song, 960-1126 and the Southern Song, 1126-1279)

--Inner Asian regimes: Liao (947-1122); Xi Xia (990-1227); Jin (1126-1271); Mongols 1206-1271)

--Mongol domination of Korea, 1231-1356

--Kamakura Japan, 1185-1333

--Tran Dynasty, 1225-1400  

Thursday, February 8: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

5:30-6:30: Patterns of East Asian History (VI): Mongol Domination of East Asia

--The Yuan dynasty (1279-1368)

--Major theme: "Barbarian" rule

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: Patterns of East Asian History (VII): Restoration of Native Rule

--The Ming dynasty (1368-1644)

--Major theme: The voyages of Zheng He (aka Cheng Ho)

--The Choson dynasty in Korea (1392-1910)

--Ashigawa Japan (Muromachi period; 1336-1573)

--Le dynasty in Vietnam (1428-1776)

Thursday, February 15: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

5:30-6:30: Patterns of East Asian History (VIII): Continuities and Changes

--The Qing dynasty (1644-1912)

--The Choson dynasty in Korea (1392-1910)

--Tokugawa Japan (1600-1868)

--Nguyen dynasty (1792-1883)


--Major theme: Confucianism as a "religion"

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: East Asian Art

--Symbols and substance

Thursday, February 22: 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

5:30-6:30: East Asian Literature

6:30-6:45: Break

6:45-7:30: Western Imperialism in East Asia

--Late Qing China and Late Tokugawa Japan: A Comparison (c. 1850)

Saturday, February 24: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 (lunch provided)

8:30-10:00: "Modernization" and the Rise of nationalism in East Asia 

--China's Self-Strengthening Movement (1862-1895) and Japan's Meiji Restoration (1868-1912): A Comparison

--The Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) as a turning point in East Asian history

10:00-10:15: Break

10:15-12:00: New Currents of Thought in East Asia

--The fall of the Qing dynasty and the rise of the Republic of China

--Major theme: Reform and revolution

--The New Culture Movement (c. 1915-1925)


--Major theme: The rise of Chinese communism

--The "Nationalist" period (1928-1949)

--Major theme: Civil war, the Japanese invasion of China, and WW II

12:00-1:00 Lunch

1:00-2:00: The Triumph of Communism in China, North Korea and Vietnam

--Major theme: The power of East Asian nationalism

2:00-2:15 Break

2:15-3:15: Transnational East Asia: The Example of China

3:15-3:30: Wrap up
