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SPECIAL CORPORATE RECEPTION ISSUE!

NEW PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIPS

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Corporate Scholarships received for our program!
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A generous donation was received in form of a ConocoPhillips Scholarship for students of our Subsurface Geoscience program. The ConocoPhillips Scholarship consists of  $10,000 partial scholarship, a company mentor and an internship.  ConocoPhillips is the third-largest integrated energy company in the United States, based on market capitalization, oil and gas proved reserves and production, and the second-largest refiner in the United States.  ConocoPhillips is known worldwide for its technological expertise in deepwater exploration and production, reservoir management and exploitation, 3-D seismic technology, high-grade petroleum coke upgrading and sulfur removal. Headquartered in Houston, Texas, ConocoPhillips operates in more than 40 countries. The company has approximately 38,000 employees worldwide and assets of $162 billion. 

Update on the ERM Scholarship:
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ERM is a first-time internship provider and scholarship donor to the EADM track: “ERM delivers innovative solutions for leading business and government clients, assisting them in managing their environmental and related risks.” EADM student Myriam McChargue just finished her internship working on projects for ERM.  EADM students are in the process of applying for this internship. Good luck!

PROGRAM PROMOTION

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Corporate Luncheons: 
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Judy S. Pence and Natalie Irwin (Rice PSM Alum) of EIP Assoc./PBS&J in San Francisco 

· PBS&J just recently acquired EIP Associates in California. This company employs Natalie Irwin,  our first EADM graduate. She alerted us to the company merger and also brought our program to the attention of PBS&J management and recruitment personnel in Houston and San Francisco. PBS&J Assoc. Vice President Jim Gregory and Karin Anne Sutton, Program Manger,  joined faculty and students at a luncheon on campus to investigate possible venues of cooperation between this company and Rice University.  PBS&J is an environmental company involved in a providing comprehensive services to clients independent of project scope involving design or construction, project management or technology. 
During a recent recruitment trip to San Francisco, PSM program coordinator, Dagmar Beck also visited with company representatives in their S.F. office to establish further cooperation with regard to internship and future employment opportunities for graduates of our Professional Master’s Program.
· Baker Hughes’ Director of Geoscience at their INTEQ division, Sam Edwards,, and their Director of Marketing, Dr. Jeremy Lofts, joined faculty and staff to a luncheon at Cohen House in October to discuss strengthening relations between the university and Baker Hughes. Baker Hughes had two of our PSM students fulfilling their internship requirements with them this past summer and fall. They were very impressed with the performance of our students and offered more internship opportunities for our incoming students. They also invited PSM students to join INTEQ at a tour of their engineering and research divisions in spring. 

· Houston Planning Forum Lunch with a variety of business leaders and company representatives at Colombe D’Or hosted by the Houston Technology Center

Program Publicity 

PSM program staff and faculty participated in a variety of events geared to spread the word on our program to corporate representatives and students:

· 4th Annual Energy Technology Venture Forum at Rice’s Jones School of Management presented the top ten emerging technology companies. Program brochures were displayed.

· Rice Fall Career Fair had a great turn-out of corporations actively looking for science and engineering students. New contacts were established and program information dispensed.

· Summer mail-outs were aimed at women colleges; our Spanish language Subsurface Geoscience brochure was mailed to selected universities in Central and South America; and a fall postcard campaign was aimed at mid-sized universities with strong science departments.

· The Fall Ad campaign included ads in the Rice Thresher, the Austin Student, LSU’s Reveille, Texas A&M’s The Battalion, and Texas Tech student publications in Fall 2006.

· Nanoscale Physics brochures were handed out at the American Chemical Society Meeting in September

and  at the Nanotex Conference in Dallas.

· Flyers and brochures were given out  at the “The Baker Institute Energy Forum” hosted by the Baker Institute of Public Policy, and at their “Biomass Conference” in September.

· Articles about the PSM appeared in “Rice at Large” (see: http://staff.rice.edu/staff/Home1.asp )

PROGRAM NEWS

PSM Assessment Workshop:

Cain Project’s new Associate Director Deborah Barrett improved assessment material for our incoming Fall students to be able to better assess communication skills and pinpoint problem areas. Dr. Barrett’s involvement brings great value to our program. She has taught communication for over 25 years, specializing in professional and team communication for the last 20 years teaching at Rice University, Texas A&M University, and at Houston Baptist University. Before rejoining the faculty of Rice University’s Management School in 1998, Dr. Barrett was a senior managing director of Hill and Knowlton, Houston. Her approach to effective professional communication, called, “Leadership Communication,” is also the title of her book, published by McGraw-Hill in 2005.

New joint PSM/MBA program option:

To address the demand for a science education that includes a full MBA degree,  Rice University is in the process of developing a new option to their existing Professional Science Master’s degrees. With cooperation of the highly ranked Jesse H. Jones  Graduate School of Management and the Wiess School of Natural Science, a joint program is being designed which will allow a small group of highly proficient students to earn a joint PSM/MBA degree.

Fall 2006 Master Seminar Speaker Series:

· Walt Lynn,  President and Owner. Lynn Inc.
· Deborah Barrett, Cain Project, Rice University
· Chuck Newell, President, Groundwater Services
· Theodora Overfelt,  Environmental Resource Management (ERM)
· Wade Adams, Director Smalley Institute for Nanoscience and Technology, Rice University

· Rod Larson,  Progam Manager, Baker Hughes
· Michael Castello, Geoscientist, Shell Corp.

· Kemal Farrick, President, Merrick Systems
· George Jones, Director, Business & Technology Consulting, Horn Murdock Cole

· Chris Coker, President, Oxane
STUDENT RECRUITMENT

Fall Recruitment Trips were undertaken to universities in Tennessee, California and Texas

Dagmar Beck, PSM Program Coordinator visited with students, faculty and staff at University of Tennessee in Knoxville and Vanderbilt in Nashville. She attended a successful Grad Fair at UC Berkeley and spent a day giving student presentations and visiting with faculty and staff there and at Stanford University.
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           Vanderbilt University
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Faculty at Stanford University were responsive and interested in the  new Professional Master’s Program and interested in increasing the flow of students between Rice and Stanford.
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                                                 Stanford University


Berkeley

The PSM program also received high interest at a recent student/faculty presentation at Texas A&M in College Station. 
STUDENT NEWS

Faculty/Student Luncheons:

This fall we continued PSM luncheons for faculty and students to offer a social venue for professors and students to meet and discuss course work questions and general issues that might have arisen during the semester.

Job Update on 2006 PSM Graduates:
Varun Anand accepted a position with Trinity Consulting in their Houston office.

Ellice Lin chose to continue her education and will be studying environmental law in California.

Sarah Mason has been hired by City of Houston, Mayor’s office of Bill White as an Environmental Analyst.

Avanti Tamhane is working for URS in their Houston as a full-time consultant.

Shawna McLallen secured employment with Anadarko, Inc. as a geologist in their new Woodlands office.

Sylvia Centanni selected employment with Schlumberger after graduation at their Texas A&M office.

Internship Update:

Fall 06 students have finished their internships with Baker Hughes, Schlumberger, Quantum Logic Devices, ERM, HAS Golder Associates, Bridges of Sustainability, and Hilcorp, Inc. 

ALUMNI NEWS

Nd Nebo,  graduate of our Subsurface Geoscience track, secured a new position with Landmark (a Halliburton Division). Congratulations!

WEB SITE

Make sure to check our web site www.profms.rice.edu regularly, as we keep it updated with new information, resources, and upcoming events. For comments or questions, please contact us at profms@rice.edu.
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