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The NSF Advance Program, in conjunction with the Schools of Engineering and Natural Sciences host the University of Michigan’s CRLT (Center for Research on Learning and Teaching) Interactive Theater on:

Friday, September 28

Farnsworth Pavilion in the RMC

What is the CRLT Interactive Theater?
The CRLT Interactive Theatre program provides educators and administrators with an innovative and dynamic approach to sparking dialogue, promoting inclusivity, and effecting positive change.  Using a solid foundation of research, the CRLT players present provocative vignettes to engage audience members in thinking and talking about issues of inclusion and diversity.  Sketches draw the audience into the scene with a mix of comedy, drama and occasionally music, and are designed to portray the complexities and challenges of everyday faculty life.  Following each sketch, the audience dialogues with the actors, who stay in character.  A trained facilitator guides the discussion and provides professional expertise and research-based information about the topic at hand.  
There will be two presentations:

9:00 – 11:00

Faculty Advising Faculty explores the junior faculty-senior faculty mentoring process and examines the many factors, both individual and institutional, that can hinder or foster effective mentoring.
2:00 – 4:00  

The Faculty Meeting depicts a faculty discussion involving an important topic (a faculty search) and how gender dynamics and faculty rank influence the conversation and affect the participants.  The sketch is designed to improve the recruitment and retention of women faculty in science and engineering.

In 2005–2006, the Players performed more than 85 times for over 5,000 faculty, graduate students, and administrators. The Players spend approximately two–thirds of their time at U–M but are also in demand nationally.  They have performed on campuses around the country including Harvard, MIT, Stanford, University of California at Irvine, University of Chicago, University of Virginia, and University of Washington. In addition, the troupe has performed at major national conferences on higher education, including multiple performances for the National Science Foundation in Washington, DC, and keynote presentations at the Professional and Organizational Development Network in Higher Education (POD), the Association for Theatre in Higher Education (ATHE), and the Carnegie Association for the Advancement of Teaching Summer Academy.

