Dr. Téréba TOGOLA (1948 – 2005)
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 Kankou Moussa (Gao)
Our esteemed colleague and dear friend, Dr Téréba Togola, Directeur National du Patrimoine Culturel (Ministère de la Culture du Mali) died of kidney failure associated with typhoid on November 7, 2005. His health had been fragile since the summer, when colleagues who saw him at the Panafrican Congress of Prehistory in Botswana reported that he looked thin, drawn, and unwell. We will remember him always as a devoted champion of Mali's past, an outstanding field archaeologist and researcher, a kind and generous colleague and friend, and a devoted father and husband.  
Téréba Togola was born in 1948 in the region of Sikasso (Bla, Cercle de Bougouni).  After receiving his M.A. in history and geography at l’Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENSUP) in Bamako in 1980,  he began his professional career in archaeology at l’Institut des Sciences Humaines (ISH).   Working with Dr. Michel Raimbault, his former professor at ENSUP, he participated in several archaeological campaigns in the Middle Niger and Mema regions, where his own research would ultimately be focused.  In early 1984, he worked with Professors Roderick and Susan McIntosh as ISH homologue in an archaeological survey around Timbucktu.  Following that collaboration, he entered the graduate program in anthropology at Rice University in 1986, funded by  a Fulbright Fellowship.  With the McIntoshes, he undertook the first excavations and archaeological survey at Dia in January 1987.  His pioneering doctoral research "Archaeological Investigations of Iron Age Sites in the Mema (Mali)" was funded by a prestigious National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant and supervised by  R. and S. McIntosh. His investigations identified 108 Iron Age sites, including a number of iron production sites, and several occupation mounds measuring well in excess of 40 hectares in area.  Excavations at the site of Akumbu resulted in the first ceramic Iron Age sequence for the Mema, spanning the 4th–14th centuries AD, and evidence for trade in tin bronze.  He received the Ph.D. in 1993.  

Upon returning home, Dr. Togola rejoined the ISH, where he was appointed Chef de section Archéologie à la Division Histoire – Archéologie.  MANSA members will remember his hard work and successful organization of the biennial meetings held in Bamako in 1993. In 1995, he also helped organize the meetings in Bamako of the West African Archaeological Association.  Between 1994–​1997, he conducted numerous archaeological campaigns in the gold producing regions of Ségala, Tabakoto, Sadiola (région de Kayes),  and Faboula (Kalana, Région de Sikasso), the Boucle de Baoulé, as well as collaborative research and excavation at Jenne-jeno. 

In 1998, Dr. Togola was appointed as Directeur National des Arts et de la Culture.  In this post, administrative responsibilities for all aspects of national Arts and Culture kept him on the move, traveling to many countries, attending meetings and  seminars, all of which prevented him from spending much time doing the fieldwork he loved.  He was an outstanding excavator, able to read the fine nuances of the soil and the clues it provided about events that unfolded long ago.     In 2000 and 2001, he was able to undertake a research program in the Mema in collaboration with the University of Kyoto (Japan) and susequently with the Ethnology Museum of Osaka.   This is especially remarkable in view of the fact that he was very active during that period as Organizing Secretary of the Panafrican Congress of Prehistory, which was held in Bamako in 2001.  That same year, he organized the Semaine Nationale des Arts et de la Culture (SNAC), an artistic and cultural forum bringing together artists from all regions of Mali.  Dr. Togola put his fluency in both English and French to good use in interactions with a wide variety of researchers, collaborators, and funding agencies.   

For his many services rendered to the nation, he was awarded the distinction of the honorary title "Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mali" in Septembre 2000. 

With the restructuring of  the Direction Nationale des Arts et de la Culture in 2001, Dr. Togola was appointed to lead the Direction Nationale du Patrimoine Culturel (DNPC).  In this post, he emphasized the protection, management and promotion of Mali's cultural heritage.  He participated in numerous conferences on the subject of the illicit antiquities trade and played an important role in assuring the extension in 2002 of of the bilateral agreement with the United States under the UNESCO Convention, protecting archaeological materials at risk of pillage in the Middle Niger region.  A significant aspect of his tenure was the ongoing inventory of cultural heritage.  In 2001, 63 sites and monuments were inventoried and registered, rising to 68 in 2004.  The Komoguel Mosque (Région de Mopti) and the Kama bulon of Kangaba (Région de Koulikoro) were classified as national cultural heritage monuments in 2005.  One of Dr. Togola's most visionary and enduring projects was the "Cultural Map of Mali: Inventory of Cultural Heritage", a vast atlas bringing together the elements of cultural heritage in the eight regions of Mali and the District of Bamako.  He worked feverishely on this ambitious project,  successfully bringing it to publication in 2005 under the title: Carte Culturelle du Mali, esquisse d’un inventaire du patrimoine culture. 
Dr. Togola was also successful in assuring the addition of the Tombeau des Askia (Région de Gao) to the UNESCO list of World Heritage sites in 2004, and the inscription of "Jaaral –Dégal" by UNESCO as a masterpiece of the intangible heritage of humanity. Significantly as well, under Dr. Togola's tenure, Timbucktu was withdrawn from the list of endangered world heritage sites. 
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Dr. Togola organized  programs of archaeological research with Japanese collaboration in the Méma (2003) and at Gao (2002, 2004).  At Gao, the research program , including regional site survey and rescue excavations in 2005 at the site of the Mosque of Kankou Moussa was reinforced by Sida/SAREC (Swedish Agency for International Development).

Other projects inaugurated under Dr. Togola's aegis included the Culture Bank of Mali, initiated by the World Bank, which supports the creation of local, community museums and the promotion of activities generating revenue so that local populations can retain items of cultural heritage.  In 2004, Dr. Togola initiated a project for the protection and promotion of the cultural heritage in the his natal village of Kalabancoro, financed by the "Karité Mali" Association, of which he was a founding member.  In 2005, he directed another cultural heritage project in Koumantou (Région de Sikasso), establishing an artistic and cultural festival.  He was a tireless promoter of Mali's cultural heritage at all levels.

 Dr Téréba Togola was a member of the following Associations and Professional Organisations 
· la Société des Archéologues Africanistes (SAFA) ;

· le Comité Scientifique pour le Développement de la Boucle du Baoulé, Mali ;

· l’Association Ouest-Africaine d’Archéologie (AOAA) ;

· l’Association des Etudes Mandé (MANSA) ;

· l’Association des Historiens du Mali (ASHIMA) ;

· l’Association Panafricaine de Préhistoire et Disciplines Assimilées ;

· le Réseau des archéologues africains ;

· Karité Mali ;

· l’Association pour le Développement de l’Arrondissement de Koumantou. 
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