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Editorial

In issue No. 10 of the Newsletter we published the
interim report of the University of Colorade on their work
when participating in the Kainji Rescue Archaeology Project,
and in this issue we carry three rore interim reports of
work done as part of the same nrogramme. :

We cannot but regret that more was not done in the .
Kainji arca - for example no work was done on the Stone Age
and nothing to elucidate the Juaternary history of ‘that
stretch of the Niger valley; this is not a reflection on .the

_archaeologists who worked in the area but uoon .the pnrovision
‘rade. It is probably better to draw a veil over the inner.

reasons why greater provision was not made, and point instead
to the hapnier cxample of Ghana, where the Volta Basin . . .
Research Project was so well organised. Both schemes had .
‘the benefit of good preliminary survey work, done in one. case

by Oliver Davies, in the other by Robert Soner. Thereafter

o

-area adjacent to the known Nok culture area, and the river

the stories are different, and we can only be crateful to
those in Ghana, especially Peter Shinnie and Oliver Davies,
who effectively convinced the Ghanaian government of the day
that the national importance of archaeological research in

the Volta Basin was such as to demand a scheme that was ‘
~firmly based, properly staffed and adequately financed. . .

What has emerged of importance from the ¥ainji Rescue
Archaeology Project is that in this stretch of the Niger
valley there were settlement mounds dating from at lcast the
beginning of the first millennium A.D. (although this dating
is at present based entirely on Site RS 63/32). This is an

vdlleyjmay have been the route by which a knowledge of iron-
working entered Nigeria. This result points the way to a
‘future programme of planned research upstream from Yelwa to

¢ survey the area for sites, carry out a number of test

excavations, ‘and then pick the one likely to have the

Py

greatest timd-depth for & major excavation.

. . . i

‘The story of the archacological work done - and not .
done -~ in the area now flooded by the Kainji lake, is a good
illustration of the changes and chances to which the
Tecovery of archaeological information is subject in the.
face of industrial dcvelopment. Obviously such development :
must have a high priority in the countries of Africa, but o
I g
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one hopes that nationalist sentiment will realisc the need
to recover and preserve any part of the national patrimony
thereby threatened. In scme countries, a costing for
necessary archacological work is written into all major ,
projects which are going to dig up the ground or result in

its future inaccessibility, and clauses are inserted into -

tendering agreemcnts with contractors compalling them to
make allowance for this, Archaeslogists in African gountries
should be bringing pressurc to bear upon their governments

to get this kind of arrangement made and enforced.

It is likely, for example, that in the near future the
Nigerian Government will be embarking on a big programme of
road construction, It is zqually iikely that such a programme
will at various points encounter archaecological sites, ' Now

is the time when plans ought to be made to take care of

archaeological evidence thus encountered. Such a situation
requires the appointment of a full time archacologist for the

-purpose - the cost of which should be regarded. as part of th

cost of road-building. = ' L.

* : ‘ * B *

From the River Niger to the River Benue. It is gratify-
ing to be able to report that an international expedition has
started working in the Benue valley, This is the fruition
of contacts made and plans tentatively discussed at the
Panafrican Congress in Dakar at the end of 1967. It is.
generously financed by the Royal luseum for Central. Africa .
at Tervuren and the majority of the members come fron Belgium,
Professor Jacques Nenguin, of the University of Ghent,’ -
assisted by MM, Meulemeister and de Buyst, will be excavating
the 61d Jukun capital of Kworarofa, Dr. Francis Von Noten, .
of the Tervuren Muscum, will be paying snecial attention to
the later Stonc Age, while M, Daniel "Cahen will be concerned
with earlier periods of the Stone Age and Professor de Ploey,
of Louvain University, wili be studying the Quaternary
geology. ' Mr. Francis Bassey, of the Nigerian Federal
Department of Antiquities, will be in the field with the
expedition, and Professcy Thurstan Shaw of the University of
Ibadan has been zsked tc act as its leader. It is hoped that
the team will ratur
1971 and 1972, =aud ¢
extended to cover re

reseazch into languages, oral traditions, )
art and music to givc 2 comnrehensive picture of the cul tural
history of this part o7 Migeriaz. Profcssor Maesen of’ Louvain
University hopes %o Legin the ctinographical work this year.
» * * *







