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BEditorial

We had intended in this Editorial to use a little space
outlining what progress, if any, had been made towards the

- establishment of a West African Journal of Archaeology and what

- further steps it was proposed to take. However, in accord with
the Topsy-like character -of the Newsletter itself, this idesa

' ias grown into something bigger, and constitutes the last topic
in the prescnt issue. We-sincerely hope that some practical
steps can be taken at the meeting proposed and that really
tangible progress will be made. . PR o

Meantime there is one very welcome development to report,
concerning the area to be Tlooded by the Niger Dam at Kainji in
Nigeria. Whereas the position last year was one of despair and
frustration, with the defeat of all efforts made to increase
~ the scale of rescue operations to an adequate dimension, the
tide seemed to turn with the turn of the year: there are now
six archaeologists working in the area, supported by funds from
eight different sources, Mr. Priddy, of the Federal Department
of Antiquities, who has been working single-handed in the arca
for the last two years, has been joined by Mr. Francis Bassey,
returned from five years training in Russia; the Institute of
- African Studies, University of Ibadan, was able to gppoint
_Dr. Donald Hartle, formerly of thc University of Hsukka, to a

Senior Rescarch Fellowship, specifically for..tais work; and -
Professor David Breternitz, with his two assisiants Messrs,
Bill Wade and Larry Leach, of the University of Colorado,
Managed to transfer themselves and their funds from Tunisia
‘When unable to work there. Accordingly there can now be a
confident hope that rno information of value will be lost.
Future numbers of the Newsletter will report on tnis work.

A Mention of Mr, Francis Bassey reminds us that there are
“several others to welcome into the number of West African
archaeologists since we last reviewed the ranks: John Atherton,
from the University of Oregon, working in Sierra Leone;
Nicholas David, of the Pennsylvania«University Museum, who did
an archaeological reconnaissance and some excavetion in Cameroun
last July ana August and who hopes to return; Cyr Descamps, of
the Département de Préhistoire'at'I.F.A.N.; Angela Fagg,
appointed archaeologist in the Nigerian Federal Department of
Antiquities, Tollowing in father's footsteps; James Myles,
Assistant Curator in the National Museum of Ghana in Accra;
and Patrick HMunson, of the University of Illinois, who has been
working at the Neolithic sites at Tichit in Mauretania, and on
grailn impressions on the pottery.
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Another appointment of interest is that of Mrs. Bisi Sowunmi
as a Post-doctoral Research Fellow in Pulynology in the Instituie
of African Studies, University of Ibadan. lirs. sowunml took hcr
doctorate last Junc, with a thesis on '”np Pollen korphology of
the Palmae and its Bearing on Teaxonomy'; she plans to work
qystematlcally on the identification of West Afllban vollen with
‘a view to its ultlmate use in elucidating climatic history and,
C.it is hoped the history of West African cultigens. -Sht hopes
to work in close co-operation with M. Jean Maley, of OR.S«T.0,li
who 'is doing the same kind of work in Tchad, and aTCh&GOlOngto
may look forward to their forging useful tools ol research to
assist in our investigations. But we arc warned not to be in too
much of a hurry! We cannot forbear to guote herc a piece of
“advice recently sent to Mrs. Sowunmi by Professor D. A.
"Livingstone, of Duke University, who has been very kind in the
~assistance he has given: ' ' '

- 'One danger that you '11 have to watch for is your archaeo-
vuloglcal colleagues. - It's been my ecxperience that archaeologists
fall into two kinds: there's, the unenlightened group who don't
know enough to care about pollen at all, and there's the
enlightened group who care about it, but perhaps too much. They
"want results, they want conclusions, and they want them fast.,
They don't always realise what- a shaky factual basis all pollen
conclusions have. You may find yourself under considerable
pressure to produce stratigraphic results and to produce vegeta-
tional conclusions and climatic interpretations of them faster
thén you can really do so properly. If stch a situation
materiallses I hope' that you'll write me for aid and comfort,
and I' 11 do what I can from this distance. The archaeologists
who care about pollen are the best of the crowd, and they hlll
lloten to reason, even 1f they get 1mpatient at t;ngs. :

Sc now we know! Verb. sap. sat.

But in contrast to the foregoing, it is sad to report that
James Anguandah, who 'was the first student to take the Post—
graduate Diploma in Archaeology at the University of Ghana apd
. who subsequently took a B.Litt. at Oxford, (with-a study of-

" "West African prehistoric pottefy), has not taken up the post

“offered hlm at Legon or any other arclaeologlcal post. Perhaps
he will one day chdnge his mind.

It is with great pleasure that wc publish in this issue
the account of work done in thec Central African Republic.
Clearly this is an area of’ g“ea+ potential: importance for
African archacology,; not so much by virtue of the fact that
it lies almost exactly in the centre of the continent, but







