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Editorial

Once more we have to apologise for the delay in the
production of the current number; plans had been made to have
it out by September, but because of the movements of editorial
personnel this proved impossible. This is all the more
regrettable as the intention was that copies would be avail-
able for perusal well before the Sixth Panafrican Congress at
Dakar, since much of the contents are relevant to discussions
on terminology which are likely to take place there,

‘The current  number is entirely devoted to the reporting
of the Second Conference of West African Archaeologists, which
was held from 7th to 10th June, 1967, under the auspices of
the University of Ibadan Institute of African Studies, which
also provided hospitality. At the meeting of West African
archaeologists held in Freetown in June 1966, it was agreed to
meet again in about twelve months time in order, especilally,
to discuss questions of terminology in the light of the Burg-
Wartenstein Symposium of August 1965, (West African Archaeo-
logical Newsletter No. 5, pp. 53, 58, 64).

Because of the sizc of the report on the conference's
proceedings concerned with terminology and pottery classifica-
tion, we regret that we are having to hold over the communica-
tions on recent work given at the conference, as well as a -
number of contributions already received. The former will R
comprise the next number of the Newsletters it is hoped to b
get this out almost immediately and that another number will
follow it closely containing the outstanding contributions.
We apologise to the authors for.the delay.

May we remind readers that if they have not already done
SO, they should fill in the enclosed order form and despatch
it with the necessary remittance 1f they wish to continue
! receiving the Newsletter. We would also ask the two persons
to identify themselves who sent us money orders through the
Post Office but whosc names cannot be traced!

Finally, a correction. We have received the following
letter from Dr. James B. Griffin, Dircctor of the Museum of
Anthropology in the University of Michigan. We are grateful
to him for 'unbolixing' (or should it be 'debolixing'?) the
record! ’
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'Professor Thurstan Shaw
Institute of African Studies
University of Ibadan
NIGERIA

"My dear Professor Shaw:

"I was Tirst amused by the editorial in the West African
Archaeological Newsletter No. 6. I then turned to pages 6
and 7 to glance at the brief report by Oliver Myers. In there
I saw where the University of Michigan Radiocarbon Laboratory
had provided him with a date of A,D. 1380 + 100 which then had
a footnote. The footnote explained that Professor Frank
Willet informs us that when the same laboratory processed this
sample a second time, the result came out at A.D., 1730 + 100.
In line with the complaint of the editorial, I now raise my
feeble voice to suggest that the editor of this journal might
have gotten in touch with me to find out what happened.

'On October 2nd, 1965, my son, David M. Griffin, sent
Mr., Myers a letter telling him that the date of the carbon
sample from Igbo Obameri had been run and calculated by the
laboratory. The results are: 570 + 100 or A.D. 1380 - so far,
so good. On December 16th, for our specimen number M-1686
(the lab identification should always be given), I wrote to
Oliver Myers as follows:

' "p week ago we had a call from the radiocarbon
laboratory to tell us that an error had been made in
figuring the approximate age of your specimen. When
Prof. Crane figured out the age, he neglected to take
into account the fact that the amount of material in the
counter did not fill the counter, so that he needed to
make an adjustment for that., The corrected age is there-
fore 220 + 100 years ago. At the same time, they also
gave us a correction for another sample that had been
dated. This one from Missouri. The actual amount of
difference in that case was of about the same numerical
number but not the same proportional result.

My apologies to you for the earlier incorrect date,
and I hope that this will not be too much of a blow"

'vou can thus see that Professor Willet, with every good
intention, has bolixed the record, for we'did not run another
sample. It was simp}ly a mechanical error when Professor H.R.

Crane, who runs the radiocarbon laboratory, figured out the
date.







