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Since its first inception, both the size of the Newsletter and
the number of those asking for it, have increased beyond all expecta—
tion. This is very gratifying, both from the point of view of the
amount of archaeological work going on in West Africa and with regard
to the Newsletter fulfilling a useful function in that work. Hitherto
it has been distributed free, out of the funds supplied by the
Rockefeller Foundation to the Institute of African Studies, University
of Ibadan, but it is felt that the time has come wnen the Newsletter
should stand on its own feet and no longer be dependent on an outside
subvention. Accordingly it has been decided in future to make a
charge. After going into the costs of production and postage for the
last two numbers, the rate has been fixed at £1.0s.0d. for four
numbers post free. In some ways we regret to have to make this charge,
Wut in other ways it may perhaps be regarded as a sounder basis for
the Newsletter to have it on a properly viable economic footing. A&n
order form is enclosed, which should be returned as soon as possible
by all those still wishing to receive the Newsletter. The Newsletter
will no longer be ssnt to anyone who has not sent in an order form
together with the necessary subscription.

In Newsletter No. 4 (p. 3) we raised the question as to whether
the fiction of 'For private circulation only', and the rule of not
qQuoting without the original author's permission, should be relaxed.
The only communications we have received on: the subject are in favour
of keeping the rule. In addition, the matter was raised at the
Freetown meeting in June, 1966 (W. Afr. Archaeol. Newsl. No. 5) when
the launching of a journal was discussed, and majority opinion was
strongly in favour of the retention of the rule. Accordingly we shall

maintain the status guo.

We must confess a certain sympathy for this decision, for archaeo-
logists are certainly subject to the irritations and indignities of
misrepresentation, by misquotation, quotation out of context, or by
the plain fact of having their names  taken in vain. We ourselves have
recently suffered in this way.  In the account of the finds from the
1959/60 excavations at Igbo-Ukwu, in the Illustrated London News of
‘15 September, 1962 (p. 405), there was an illustration of the two
sides of a bronze altar stand, which showed respectively a male and
a female figure. Without permission or consultation with the author,
the editors removed his caption and substituted 'A Nigerian "Adam and
Bve"?!, Four years later a typescript for a publication was submitted
to us, in which these figures were referred to as having been 'called
by the finder "A Nigerian Adam and Eve'.!
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Worse was to follow. An account of the 1964 excavation was sub-
mitted to the Illustrated London News under the title 'Further
Discoveries at Igbo—Ukwu in Eastern Nigeria'. Again without permission
or consultation with the author, this title was changed by the editors
of the issue of 21 August, 1965, to 'A Witchcraft Hoard or a King's
Cache from East Nigeria', placed immediately over the author's name.
The final indignity came still more recently, when this article
appeared in a list of recent publications in the Bulletin of the
Historical Society of Nigeria (Vol. IX, No. 1, April, 1966, p. 26) yet
further metamorphosed to: 'A Witchcraft Board or a King's Coach from
Eastern Nigeria'l

Two archaeologists who 'went West' from the Nile valley have
departed from the West African scene since the editorial of the last
issue was written. It is with great regret that we record the death
in November, 1966 of Oliver Myers, who had been on the staff of the
Institute of African Studies, University of Ife, from the end of 1962
until the middle of 1966. He had been a contributor to the Newsletter
and we are happy that in this issue we are able to publish posthumously
an account of his last work at Ife. Everyone who knew and worked with
him enjoyed his gay company and his fund of stories, archaeological
and other, admired the courage with which he disregarded his physical
disabilities, and was aware of the aura surrounding someone who had
worked with Flinders Petrie. Our sympathies go to his family.

The other departure is that of Peter Shinnie, who, after being
Professor of Archaeology in the University of Ghana for eight years,
has returned to the Nile valley as Professor of Archaeology in the
University of Khartoum. Our good wishes go with him. There have been
many speculations concerning the connections between West Africa and
the Nile valley, and African archaeology needs those who are familiar
with both areas to bring more precision into this topic. It was with

this in mind that we requested the article in the present number on
'Meroe and West Africa'.

There have been other movements of personnel. Jean Courtin is
now in charge of the Prehistory Section at I.N.T.S.H., Fort Lamy;
M. Gauthier, from the University of Bordeaux, has been working in
Cameroun; Paul Ozanne has moved from the Institute of African Studies,
University of Ghana, to the Institute of African Studies, University
of Ife, and Kunle Oyenuga has also been appointed in the same
institution; Colin Flight joined the Department of Archaeology in
the University of Ghana in 1965. There is a notice on another page
concerning Yves Coppens' post in the new Palaeontological Laboratory
in Fort Lamy. To all we extend our best wishes for their researches)
and ask that they will remember to send contributions to the
Newsletter! -
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We should like to take this opportunity of thanking Dr. A. Herbert,
of the Department of Modern Languages, University of Ibadan, for the
n help he has given with the summaries in French. Dr. Herbert is taking
; up an appointment as Professor of French in the University of Zambiaj
| our good wishes go with him.

We apologise for the delay in the publication of the present
numbser, resulting in some contributions having been sent in a long time
& ' before seeing the light of day. The delay has been due to circumstances
3 beyond our control.







