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Editorial

The present issue is entirely devoted to a report of a
three day meeting of West African archaeologists which took
place at Fourah Bay College, Freetown, from 28th-30th June
1966, The meeting was initiated and sponsored by the
Institute of African Studies of the University College of
Sierra Leone, under its Dirzctor, Mr, Michael Crowder, It
was. timed' to take advantage of a visit there, for another
purpose, of Professor Desmond Clerk of the University of J
California, making possible consultations among archaeolo-
gists from West Africa concerning the terminology revisions
for African archaeology proposed at the Wenner-Gren Symposium
held at Burg Wartenstein the previous August.

As another purpose of the meeting was to exchange news
of recent work - which has also been the main reason for the
existence of the West African Archaeological Newsletter -
these reports are also included in this issue,

Proceedings were kept informal and all those who
attended the conference felt it had been extremely worth
while, Much gratitude was felt to the authorities of Fourah
Bay College for holding the conference and providing hospita-
lity, and in particular to the Director of the Institute of
African Studies, Mr, Michael Crowder, and the Secretary,

Mr, Jonathan Hyde,

We must particularly express our gratitude to Mrs, Betty
Clark for acting as recorder of the conference and for making
typed copies of the proceedings, It was originally intended
that the individual contributions should be checked by their
authors, but because of postal and other delays, it was
decided not .to do this, Instead, the opportunity was taken
at the VII International Congress of Prehistoric and Proto-
historic Sciences in Prague to submit the whole typescript
for verification to three participants who attended the
Sierra Leone meeting, It is regretted that various circum-
stances outside our control have subsequently delayed publi-
cation for a longer period than we would have wished,

We apologise to our francophone readers that on account
of the size of the present issue it has not been possible to
include the usual summarics in French,
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Editorial
(Résumé)

Ce bulletin est consacré entidrement 3 un compte rendu
d'une réunion des archéologues de 1'Ouest africain qui a eu
lieu 3 Fourah Bay College, Freetcwn de 28-30 Juin, 1966,
Pour nos lecteurs francophones nous regrettons que nous ne
pouvons pas donner les résumés habituels en langue frangaise
d cause du volume de ce fascicule, :
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First, Second and Third Sessions - 28th and 29th June,

Opening Remarks:

The Chairman expressed great pleasure at the number of

archaeologists who had been able to attend at short notice
and conveyed the thanks of the participants to Fourah Bay
College for their hospitality.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The aims of the seminar were described as:-

to exchange news of recent work and to discuss its
slgnlflcancc,

'to consider the recommendations for the revision of

. terminology made at the Wenner-Gren Conferénce of 1965,
‘to assess their value for West Africa and to prepare
united views for presentation at the next Pan-African
‘Congress to be held in Dakar in December, 1967;

‘to explore the possibility of future regular meetings
of West African archaeologists; and

to help as far as possiblé towards the appointment of
a permanent archaeologist in Sierra Leone and the
1mprovement of Museum facilities there,
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ACCOUNTS OF RECENT WORK

The session continued with summaries from each partici-
‘pant of recent archaeological work in his area., Each
participant supplied a written version of what he had said
and references to published work where applicable, These
summaries are given below with the discussions that followed:-

(1) Guy de Beauch&ne. Prehistory and Archaeology in Niger
(and Togo, Upper Volta, Dahomey and
the Ivory Coast),

In these regions, apart from the work of Hugot, Holas,
Lhote, Mauny and the writer, finds have most often been
accidental and made by travellers, military officials, and
others,

In 1949, Mauny published a paper on "The present state
of our knowledge of the prehistory of the Colony of Niger"l,
H, Alimen devotes_two short chapters of her book The Pre-
history of Africa? to the prehistory of West Africa,

Rock art has been studied by R. Mauny3, For Niger we
have the publications of H, Lhote”; and of H, Lhote and
P, Huard jointly,S

We will begin by considering the prehistory of Togo,
Dahomey, Upper Volta and the Ivory Coast, In Togo, Dahomey
and Upper Volta sporadic discoveries of Neolithic material
have been reported - polished axes, bored stones, etc,
Large polished axes are known from the Ivory Coast and con-
stitute a special facies of the Neolithic from this area,®

The prehistory of the Republic of Niger is better known
but the northern part of the country which has a Saharan and
sub-Saharan climate must be considered separately from the
Southern part which is sahelian, The approximate limit
between the two zones is roughly the 15th parallel,

In the southern zone only four_sites are known, One
"immediately to the east of Niamey"l not located by the
writer, consisted of an atypical industry in quartz, The
second at Tondibia (15km, northwest of Niamey) is considered
by Oliver Davies to be Sangoan, The other two sites were
found by the writer. The one, north of the Yatakala swamp
1n the Gorwol, has yielded coarse flakes of quartzite and







