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Editorial

—— o — - ——

Devploplno countries may be regarded as passing through
three stages in their archaeological progress. To begin with
there 1is no official or organlsed archaeology at all, and a
few interested individuals do what they can without OfflClal
help or hlndrance. In the second stage, some official action
is taken in the form of anthultlc" legislation or to control
.exoavatlon, and some mechanism is set up to operate this - an
sncient Monuments Commission or a National Museum or a
Department of Antiquities, Lastly, there is the stage when
universities and research institutions, both indigenous and
from overseas, actively pursue archaeologlcal research in the
country.

When the latter stage is reached it -'is important that the
archaeological resources available, both financially and in
personnel, should be deployed to the best advantage, so that
wasteful overlapplng can be avoided and plans of campaign for
research can be co-ordinated in the sort of overall programme
that is likely to result in the most rapid advance of archaeo-
logical knowledge.

To this end the Federal Anthultles Commission of Nigeria
invited all the five universities in -the country to meet with
rcpresentatives of the Federal Department of Antiquities in
Dccember 1964, The Director and Deputy Director of the
Department were present, three -of the universities sent
representatives, and the archaeologist of another, who was
unable to be present, sent a communication., At the conclusion
of the meeting it was felt that it had been very worth while.

It was agreed that the greateést need at the moment in
Nigerian archaeology is to establish a cultural succession
and a chronological framework, and proposals for excavations
should be judged on their llkellhood to contribute to these.
Each of the institutions represented described in outline
their fieldwork plans for the next twelve months or so, The
Principle was accepted, in coordinating such efforts, that
there should be no parochialism and no 'reserved areas' - all
dreas and sites in ngerla were of relevance and interest to
all archaeologists in the country; there were, however, certain
professional 'decencies' to be observed - that where it was
known a certain worker was conductlng research on a particular
Site, other workers would not move in on it without consultation.

The Federal Department of Antiquities would make itself
Pesponsible for salvage and rescuc work wherever necessary. .
heir officers had already carried out a survey of the area to
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be flooded by the building of the Kainji Dam on the River Niger,
and at the meeting gave an undertaking to take the necessary
action, They also undertcok to keep an eye on operations in
the minefields, which continued to yield important Nok culture
material,

Disappointment was expressed that the Nok material already 3
recovered had not yet been fully published, and that the only 1
settlement site of this culture so far discovered, and therefore )
probably the most important archaeological site in Nigeria, had
lain partially excavated and unpublished for a number of years,

The meeting was informed how it was hoped this situation would
be remedied.

There was some discussion on the ultimate destination of
finds made in excavations., It was agreed that since universi-
ties were trying to build up study collections for research
and teaching purposes, they needed to retain such of their
finds as was necessary for these ends.

In general it was felt that the proper criteria for
deciding where finds should be kept should be those of conserva-
tion and accessibility. Finds, and the ‘information that belonged
to them, must be properly preserved, and they must be reasonably
easily accessible to serious students, University institutions
might be able to meet these requirements as well as the
Department of Antiquities.,

It was agreced to adopt the metric system progressively
for archaeological measurements,

NOTICES

From Professor Oliver Davies:=

"Early in 1962 Mr, Oliver Davies had prepared a report,
fully illustrated, on his excavations at the XVII-century site
of Ahinsan (with ritual tecrracottas), and at the XVIII-century
midden at Mampongtin, both in Ashanti. The report was ready
for publication under the title "The Culture of 0ld Ashanti",
Difficulties and delays over publication through the University
of Ghana have compelled the author for the time being to deposit
the. MS and illustrations in the Library of the Institute of
Archaeology, University of London, under conditions similar
tec doctoral theses and such material, The author retains full
~copyright; the MS may be consulted, but not copied or removed,
on application to the Librarian,"

1. -We have just learnt from Mr. Bernard Fagg that he plans to
come to Nigeria to do this work during the dry season at
the beginning of 1966,



From Mr, S. G, H, Daniels:-

'Mr. S. G, H, Daniels of the University of Ibadan, would
be interested to make contact with any archaeologists in West
Africa working on problems involving the theory of typology
and of quantitative and statistical methods applied to
archaeological material,'
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Editorial

(Résumé)

Quand l'archéologie dans un pays cn développement atteint
le niveau ol il y a plus d'une seule agence (tel qu'un départe-
ment gouvernemental des antiquités, ou des universités, ou des
instituts de récherches) il faut coordiner leurs activités pour
que les ressources limitées soient employées au mieux.,

A une réunion au Nigeria de telles parties intéressées,
on a décidé que le besoin le plus urgent était d'élucider des
successions culturelles et un cadre chronologique, et que la
valeur de toutes fouilles devait 8tre estimée en fonction de sa
contribution d ces buts. Des mesures ont été prises pour que
les travaux archéologiques nécessaires soient entrepris dans la
région qui sera inondée par le barrage de Kainji. Le systime
métrique a été également adopté pour toutes les mesurcs
archéologiques. :
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Le professeur Oliver Davies a annoncé qu'il a déposé son
manuscrit et les illustrations, concernant ses excavations au
site du 17€ sidcle d'Ahinsan et au site du 18€ sidcle de
Mampongten, & la Bibliothdque de 1'Institut d'Archéologie de
1'Université de Londres. On peut les y voir selon 1les
conditions d'usage aprés s'&tre addressé au bibliothécaire,







