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‘called forth a number of favourable comments, for which we should like
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f
The first issue of :'The West African Archaeological Newsletter'

1
to express our gratitude; and a further list of names of, or requests [
for copies from, persons or bodies not originally circularised but who !
wished to be put on the distribution list. Please continue to send to

the Editor the names of anyone not yet receiving the Newsletter who wo
like to do so.

Please also report any non-receipt of the Newsletter; it seems thée}
a number of copies despatched did not reach their destination.

It should be realised that any type of communication is welcome fo
publication. Nothing is too short and nothing - within reason - is too
long. This is one of the advantages of the Newsletter form. It may be
useful to circulate a piece of news whioh can be contained in a single
paragraph. Contributions can also be in the form of letters, either
raising a controversial topic and inviting comment, or perhaps asking
for information.
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We are grateful to M. Pierre Biberson for allowing us to reprint,
chiefly for the benefit of English language readers, an article already1
published in France but which may be difficult for English readers to E
obtain. This is an idea which might well be followed by others, for bo}
languages. We should particularly like to have information from those }
West African cauntries which have not so far been represented. It woulf
greatly asesist the Editor if writers in English could provide their own|
résumé in French, and writers in French provide their own summary in }
English; but this is not essential.

Apologies are offered for any shortcomings of the current issue,
which are due to the Editor's difficulties in getting it out while he
is in the field and carrying out an excavation (of which news will be ;
given in.a subsequent issue of the Newsletter.) An applicant for i
employment on this excavation addressed a note with his request to E
'"The Manager of Itchyology'. We are reminded of the previous occasion
when, in discussions on the possibility of excavating a particular
site, the question was asked: ‘'And what are you going to do with the
iniquities you dig up?'




NOTE DU REDACTEUR

Le premier numéro de notre Bulletin a été favorablement accueilli
et nous avons regu & son sujet de nombreuses demandes. Nous vous _
prions de bien vouloir nous indiquer les noms des personnes qui le
désireraient, mais ne le regoivent pas encore. Nous wvous demanderions
aussi de nous signaler des cas ol des exemplaires expédiés ne seraient
bas arrivés a destination.

Nous serions heureux de recevoir des communications de tous
genres pour notre Bulletin - articles longs ou courts, lettres, ou
reproductions d'exposés faits dans des conférences.

Nous présentons toutes nos excuses pour les défectuosités qu'on
pourra éventuellement relever dans le présent numéro; elles sont
causées par les difficultés administratives inévitables lorsque’
1'éditeur est occupé sur le site des fouilles en cours.
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN EASTERN NIGERIA
by
Donald D. Hartle

Survey and test excavations have been conducted in the Eastern
Region of Nigeria since October, 1963, with intense field work from
May to September, 1964, and from January 22 to February 5, 1965. ' The
Research which is being financed Primarily by the National Science
Foundation, Washington D.C., in conjunction with the Department of
History and Archaeology at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, may be
considered in four inter-related categories: (1) site survey,

(2) limited stratigraphic test-excavations, (3) intensive large scale
excavations, (4) ethnological comparative analysis.

By the end of December, 1964, nearly 100 sites had been recorded
which included caves, abandoned villages and markets, monoliths and
carved stones, shrines and sacred areas, forts, iron smelting sites,
"war" trenches and historically documented buildings and sites. This
initial survey was essential Since, other than Thurstan Shaw's
excavations at Igbo-Ukwu, 1959 and 1964, the over-all picture of
archaeology in Eastern Nigeria is virtually unknown.

In 1964, nine sites were test-excavated: a fort and an open
site on the Nsukka Campus; a rock shelter at Isiukwu Ibagwa in Nsukka
Division; two shrines at Alike in Okigwe Divisions; and two shrines,
a living site and an oren site at Enugwu-Ukwu in Awka Division.
Approximately 70,000 artifacts have been processed. Intensive large
scale excavations have not as yet been begun, but are anticipated in
the very near future.

In January - February, 1965, an abandoned compound - site was
excavated ‘at Eititi Ulo in Bende Division. Although the processing
of the material collected has only just begun, two tentative comments
can be made:

(1) A major area of excavation wasg where, according to local tradition,

an Obu had been used until shortly after 1902. .Under tropical forest
conditions architectural features are difficult to define. However,
the Obu was found angd fortunately we were able to locate the outer
edges of the floor (apparently there were no walls), some post holes,
and an altar containing sherds, two metal bells, and a large metal

spear point. At the north side of the Obu was a shrine which contained

sherds of vessels similar to the type utilized for palm wine today
during ceremonials. Additionally, Pits were found and excavated at
the edge of the Obu.
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(2) The garbage dump sazid to have been utilized by the chief's compound
nearby contained numerous artifacts to a déepth of approximately 2.5 meters.
Charcoal was found at all levels and.this will be submitted for radio-
»arbon analysis.

We have started a collection of ethnological artifacts, primarily
povtery, to use for comparative purposes with the archaeological artifacts.
As in other major areas of the world, such collections are critical to
the understanding and analysis of technique and design changes. This is
of particular interest to Eastern Nigeria where, until now, no systematic
study of ethnographic - archaeological materials has been undertaken.

An extensive survey preparatory to excavation is now being conducted
in the Obollo area of the Nsukka Division. It is hoped that some aspects
of Igala-Ibo contact may be clarified by close study in the area. 1In May
and June 1965, work will shift temporarily to a village in Awka Division
where some interesting bronzes were recently brought to light by =a
farmer. This find has been reported to MAN and will be published in
due course.

In summary, the past year has been spent in laying the foundations
for co-operative historical—archaeological work pertinent to the
prehistory of Eastern Nigeria. :

Résumé

Répertoire archéologique de 1'Est du Nigéria

Des travaux ont été entrepris afin de dresser un répertoire
archéologique de 1'Est cu Nigéria; ces travaux seront financés princi-
palement par la National Science Foundation de Washington, D.C.- (U.S.A.)
et seront effectués avec la coopération du Département d'Histoire et
d'Archéologie de 1'Université du Nigéria, Nsukka. Le plan des travaux
prévoit la classification des sites ainsi que des fouilles et des
études d'ethnographie comparative. Neuf fouilles d'essai ont été
effectuées en 1964. Presque cent emplacements ont été enregistrés.

Un autel qu'on sait avoir €té utilisé jusqu'a il Y 2 une
Soixantaine d'années a ét& mis & jour, découvrant les trous des poteaux
de support ainsi Que la superficie de son emplacement sur le sols on y
a trouvé également des poteries, deux clochettes et un javelot en métal
bProvenant d'un autel. Le fumier de 1a maison du chef, laquelle se
trouvait tout pres, a été excavé Jusqu'a une profondeur de 2m. 50.

Une collection ethnographique de poteries Provenant du Nigéria de
1'Est est en train d'8tre constituée, et des fouilles sont projetées
pour 1965 sur un site ol un fermier a déterré récemment des bronzes
intéressants.







