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Editorial

"It is with extremc pleasure that in this number we arec
able to announce a definite commitment to transform the West
African Archaeological Newsletter into the ¥West African
Journal- of Archaeology. The new journal will have as its main
purpose the. publ;cat:cn of excavation reports and other records.
of primary archaeclogical data, as well as articles of archaec-"
logical synthesis of larger conception than havL been appromr1-
ate to the Newsletter. West African material will have prio-
rity, but this will not exclude items relatlng tc other parts
of Africa or papers of general relevance.

In addition to the promises of financial support for the
Journal, now confirmed, from the Universities of Ghana, Ibadan
and Ife, the Ghana Mus<um and Monuments Board has voted
N¢ 1000.0C over the next two years and the University College
of Cape Coast a sum of N¢ 250,00 per annum. To both of thesa
bodies we should like to express our gratitude for their
encouraging support.

The following have agreed to serve cn the Editorial Board:

M. Boris Blankoff, Lycée Leon Mba, Libreville

M. Yves Coppens, I.N,T.S.H., Fort Lamy

Professor M. Crowder, University of Ife

Mr, Ekpo Eyo, Nigerian Federal Department of Antiquities
Monsieur le Professeur H., Hugot, University of Dakar
Monsieur le Professeur R. Mauny, Sorbonne, Paris

Mr. R. B. Nunoc, National Museum of Ghana

Professor M. Posnansky, University of Ghana

Professor P. Shinnie, University of Khartoum

Professor F. Willett, Northwestern University, U,S.A.

Thurstan Shaw has undertaken to act as editor, with Graham
Connah and Paul Czanne as assistant editors; Oxford University
Press have agreed to be the publishers,

In order to assess the material likely to be available for
the first two issues of the journal, all potential contributors
are asked to let the editor know as soon as possible whether
they have any manuscripts

Immediately available

In preparation and available in 3 months' time
In preparation and available in 6 months' time
In preparation and available in 12 months' time

1
2
3
4
5 Projected and available after a year's time (or more).
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For each manuscript the following particulars are asked for:
title, rough estimate of number of words, number of pages
(quarto size) of line-drawings, number of pages of photographg,
Manuscripts will be accepted written in English or French,

Please continue to send in newsletter type material,
because there will be one more number of the West wfrican
Archaeological,Newsletter before the first issue of tho Journal,
and the latter will have a 'Notes and News' section in order to
be able to continue to carry this kind of matter. It is hoped
to produce the first issue of the Journal some time during 1970,

IS N R e A e e ot e s s e e v e o~ — - —

Professor Posnansky has asked us to announce that it is
Planned to hold the third conference of West African archaeo-
logists at Legon during the last week of June 1969, It is
suggested that the theme should be "The Chronology of the West

frican Iron Age", with Separate sessions devoted to 'The

Teaching of Archaeology' and to 'Technical Cooperation',.
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COPYING POTTERY DECORATION BY MEANS OF INK-SQUEEZE RUBBINGS

by

Gordon W. Hewes

Much West African pottery from archacclogical sites, and
also of recent but traditional manufacture, is decorated with
incised lines, cord-marking, comb-marking, roulette-stamping,
and similar techniques, Such pcttery, in a general way,
resembles the ancient pottery of northern Eurasia and northern
North America., For many years Japanese archaeclogists have
reécorded the designs on prehistoric pottery of the Jomon _
(cord-decorated) Period by means of ink-squeeze rubbings. The
Same process has been used in China to copy stone inscriptions
and low-relief carvings, and the intricately decorated surfaces
of bronze vesselg of the Shang, Chou, and Han dynasties,
English funerary brasses are also copied in analogous fashion,
In West Africa, designs on carved wooden stools and other
wooden objects have been copied by means of rubbings,l

Preparation of careful drawings of decorated sherds or
whole pots is justifiable in terms of skilled labour and
eéxpense only for the purpose of illustrating publications. For
their notebooks, many archaeologists develop a kind of short-
hand style for sketching potsherds, but these conventionalized
drawings are not Very accurate as scientific records and are
apt to mislead anyone not familiar with the conventions adopted
by the original maker of the sketches. Photocaraphs provide
reliable records of pottery designs and can be made very
quickly, although proper lighting can be a problem if the
Dottery surfaces are dark Or uneven in colour, or have  polished
surfaces capable of reflecting bright highlights, However,
photographs are of little use until prints are made from the
negatives, and this usually involves enlargement. This is not

archive or documentation centre, Paper ink-squeeze rubbings
dre cheap enough in both labour and materials to permit their
use in the recording of a very large corpus of pottery designs,
The rubbings can be mounted easily on record sheets ocr cards,
for storage in files, for sorting and comparison, or if need
be, for transmission to distant documentation centres, Because
the rubbings are of maximum contrast (i.e., black or white,
wWithout intermediate greys) they lend themselves to inexpensive
Subsequent reproduction on copying machines, like pen-and-ink
lne-drawings. : ' :







